Grossmont-Cuyamaca Community College District
Articulation Agreement
Course to be Articulated:

Credits

College Course

Units

Criminal Law

10

AOJ 200

3

School/Institution Name:
Steele Canyon

College:
Grossmont College

Course Prerequisites
None
Recommended Preparation
None
College Course Description
This course offers an analysis of the doctrines of criminal liability in the United States and the
classification of crimes against persons, property, morals, and public welfare. Special emphasis
is placed on the classification of crime, the general elements of crime, the definitions of common
and statutory law, and the nature of acceptable evidence. This course utilizes case law and case
studies to introduce students to criminal law. The completion of this course offers a foundation
upon which upper-division criminal justice courses will build. The course will also include some
limited discussion of prosecution and defense decision making, criminal culpability, and defenses
to crimes.
Required Content for Articulation
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

Historical background of criminal law.
Fundamentals of the adversarial system.
Criminal law classifications.
Offenses against persons, property, morals, and public welfare.
Criminal defenses and justifications.
Examination of case law, appellate court decisions and case briefs.
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g. Specific legal terms and their application to existing criminal law.
h. Common legal scenarios related to criminal law, including analyzing applicable statutory
codes.
Required Competencies (SLOs) for Articulation
Upon completion of this course, our students will be able to do the following:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Articulate and discuss the structural framework of criminal statutory law.
Define, analyze and paraphrase the concepts of men rea, actus rea and corpus delicti.
Analyze the historical origins of American Criminal Law.
Differentiate situations using the laws which are enumerated in the California Penal Code.
Appraise value of landmark case decisions and synthesize the impact on modern society.

Assessment Methods
A grading system will be established by the instructor and implemented uniformly. Grades will
be based on demonstrated proficiency in subject matter determined by multiple measurements
for evaluation, one of which must be essay exams, skills demonstration, or, where appropriate,
the symbol system.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Quizzes that measure student’s ability to apply principles related to criminal law.
Case analysis including the analysis of the applicable statutory code and the correct
elements of the code.
Homework written assignments, in-class exercises and oral presentations that critically
analyze various components of our system of criminal law.
Completed case written brief identifying the elements of offenses and the discussion of
criminal defenses, legal justifications, and burdens of proof.
Exams including a comprehensive written final exam, which measure students’ ability
to apply principles of criminal law, criminal defenses, legal justifications, and burdens
of proof.

Outside Class Assignments

a.

Students will be required to read text and supplementary materials.

b. Legal research written project that implements the analysis of statutory codes, burdens
of proof, criminal defenses, legal justifications, and other principles related to criminal
law.
Method of Instruction
a.
b.
c.

Lecture
Criminal case analysis.
Debate and discussions.

RUBRIC: Attached (if applicable)
Texts and other supporting materials (software, etc.)
Required Text(s):
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